[Serum copper and the copper:zinc ratio in patients with gastric cancer].
Serum copper levels, serum zinc levels, and serum Cu:Zn ratios were evaluated in 100 patients with gastric cancer. The following conclusions were drawn from the results: Serum copper levels and the serum Cu:Zn ratio were elevated, while serum zinc levels were decreased, reflecting the progress of the disease. Since serum zinc levels varied more remarkably, it was suggested that this value was more useful than serum copper levels as an indicator of tumor activity. Serum copper and zinc levels were independent of the presence of liver metastasis and of the histological types. It was shown that the serum copper levels correlated (significantly) to the survival time (p less than 0.005).